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Abstract 

Many individuals pursue different culture everywhere throughout the world. Culture mirrors 

their way of life, their conviction, food custom, language, lifestyle, religion, morality, social 

framework, equity and so on. Chinua Achebe (1930-2013) investigates the life, value system and 

culture of Nigeria and Africa particularly Igbo society through his distinguished novel Things 

Fall Apart in 1958. Achebe incorporated into his novel cultural features similar to those social 

aspects in Darfur. In Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe portrays varieties of Igbo culture. As his 

fore fathers pursued Igbo culture, presently he is effectively ready to dive somewhere down in to 

the mentality of Igbo tribe and their way of life. He tosses light in to their life, Igbo celebrations, 

their divine beings whom they venerate, and their practice in their different rituals, their wives 

beating and so on, in any case, most of these practices exist and part of Darfurian heritage. 

 

Keywords: culture, explore, heritage, oral tradition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alitakana@hotmail.com


International Journal of Contemporary Applied Researches                   Vol. 6, No. 3, March 2019    

(ISSN: 2308-1365)                                                                                                 www.ijcar.net 

  

 

11 
 

Introduction 

Chinua Achebe was conceived in Ogidi, in Eastern Nigeria in 1930. His father, a man who 

pursued Igbo culture, later grasped Christianity. He was an evangelist and educator in the 

Congregation Preacher Society's Town School. Chinua Achebe began learning English at eight 

years old in his father's school, went to Government College in 1944 and in 1946 he entered 

university to study medicine and graduated in 1953. He went to different jobs which took him on 

long trips about Nigeria. At that point he was busy with assessing of their history, culture, 

religion, language and there he accumulated long lasting knowledge with his traditional curves of 

psyche. Presently he the world renowned novelist through his novelThings Fall Apart 

(1958)furthermore, the rest three are No Longer Ease (1960), The Arrow of God (1964) and 

most likely the last one is A Man of People (1966). He saw the slaughter of Igbo in northern 

Nigeria in 1966, the commencement of Nigerian civil war, which he recorded in his short story 

collection Girls at War (1971), the impacts of war.  

The narrative of the novel begins in the urban area of Nigeria, Umuofia, a small imagined 

village. At that point the white ministers cometo their virgin land. The natives neglect to respond 

at their surprising arrival to their property. They don't realize whether to acknowledge their 

social changes that the Europeans acquired to their territory. They exploit their presence, their 

root and the Igbo culture. Towards the end of the nineteen century the European start to 

command about the entire world. They built up settlements in Africa, Asia, China, America, 

wherever they could reach with their language, religion, and culture and clearly with the goal of 

rulings the local individuals. Nigeria, the most exceedingly terrible influenced country, got the 

guests who were on a mystery mission, forcing their language, religion and culture. The Igbo 

culture got shaken and compromised by this sudden change. 

Achebe wants to record the historical backdrop of the way of life of Igbo individuals and instruct 

his people with an understanding of Igbo Society directly before the landing of their European 

partner.  In general  herevive the stifled and abused Igbo culture by their foreign masters . He 

thinks about pre and post-colonial changing way with established personality and sharp 

knowledge. As he was an Igbo in his DNA (however his father changed over to Christianity and 

learned English), he effectively grabs the Igbo mind in his novel.  

But, when it comes being taken care of religious conviction they pursue the expectations of their 

divine beings and goddess. Their predominant divine beings are female and clerics' are female 

also. So there is a mix of regarding and disregarding of ladies. Achebe endeavors to investigate 

the essential example of their way of life, he attempts to feature that their society isn't careless 
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yet has philosophy of great values and magnificence. He needs that 'subaltern' must speak, lauds 

their culture retouching their defections and inadequacies. 

The story mirrors that the Igbo society is male ruled society like some different society in the 

globe. The oppression and abuse of women is there. Accordingly, the polygamy is widely 

practiced  in Igbo society. Okonkow, the primary hero, was a persevering man; he portrayed as 

one of the persuasive pioneers of his society. He despised inertness and thought about it as 

wrongdoing. He didn't pursue his father, he abhorred him as he had delicate corner, inert and he 

didn't get close to nothing. So he forecasts his childNwoye not to pursue his own fatherUnoka. 

Oknowkow turned into an unmistakable wrestler and pioneer to his society, wedded three ladies, 

earned two titles. An apathetic, inert, and monogamy man was considered as an agbala or a lady. 

To demonstrate his masculinity man needs to wed two additional spouses. Because they think of 

ladies as their property. Now and then the first spouse recommends to her husband to search for a 

young wife. The youthful spouse has respect for the first wife they live respectively in 

"harmony" with their husband. So the Igbo people is an exceptionally man centric. 

In Darfur polygamy is usually rehearsed all through Darfur. A man may have numerous spouses 

and many kids in the event that he can give lady costs to the wives and care for all relatives. The 

second, third, and fourth spouses, just as their youngsters, are considered by the Darfurian to be a 

part of a single family. It is viewed as dishonorable in Darfurian culture to have a kid resulting 

from wedlock or with a man who no longer present in the family. 

To secure the status of the mother, a male relative, usually a grandfather, sibling, or uncle, may 

venture into the customary job of father, and help care for the child. He may even tell the 

community that the tyke is his. 

Darfurian culture is man centric, with entirely characterized gender roles. Generally, the male is 

tasked with keeping his family sheltered. He supplies the nourishment, and secures the family's 

property. Men likewise have the selective appropriate to settle on key choices with respect to 

ladies and kids. In the event that the male leader of the family dies, choices will be made by 

another male in the family, for example, a sibling or uncle. This custom now and then outcomes 

in a bereaved female wedding her perished spouse's brother. 
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Traditionally, Darfurian lady is in charge of residential work. She fills in as parental figure to her 

children, her husband's other kids, and sometimes, the offspring of friends and extended family 

members. In addition to this she is responsible of the selling and buying of most merchandise in 

the commercial centers, and may likewise help her husband in cultivating and harvesting. 

Among Igbos killing of kids and people considered as a normal practice along the line of their 

religious belief. Their religion admits for the killing of twins as they are an indication of crafted 

by demon. Little young men ought to be sacrificed to the divine beings as an indication of 

harmony offering. During the colonialisation, the colonizers attempted to reform such bad habits. 

But to do that they have to comprehend the cultural contrasts of the society.It lies in the 

expressing of the colonial signifier in the account vulnerability of culture's in- between: between 

sign and signifier, neither one nor the other, neither sexuality nor race, neither essentially 

memory nor want of the individual concerned. It is well portrayed in Derrida's placing or spacing 

of the hymen. With regards to the odd play of cultural memory and colonial desire in the 

Marabar caves: 

It is neither desire nor joy however between the two. Neither future nor present, but between the 

two.The hymen that longing for puncturing, of rushing in an act of viciousness that is (in the 

meantime or in the vicinity) love and murder. On the off chance that it is possible that one took 

spot, there would be no hyme.... It is a task that the two sows misperception between 

counterparts and stands between the contrary energies at once. (Derrida, 212-13) 

It emerges from some culturalists substitution that Derrida portrays as ant- ethnocentrism 

thinking itself as ethnocentrism while "quietly forcing its standard ideas of discourse and 

writing."(The violence of the Letter, 16). The colonial authorities quietly forced their ideas, 

culture, language and religion on the native individuals. In the epistemological language of 

cultural portrayal, the object of culture comes to be recorded in a procedure that Richard Rotry 

depicts as that of misconception among legitimization and clarification. The colonial experts 

erroneously advocated and clarified it. They didn't comprehend what they did. They needed to 

turn everything "white". In denying the culturally differentiated state of the colonial world-in 

requesting "turn white or vanish"- the colonizer is himself gotten in the uncertainty of paranoiac 

distinguishing proof, shifting back and forth between dreams of conceit and oppression.This 
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transformed into oppressive domination of control and misrecognition. What Homi k. Bhabha 

thinks in his book, The location of Culture (1994) is apt, when he says societies are never unitary 

in themselves, nor basically dualistic in the connection of Self of the Other.This isn't a result of 

some humanistic remedy that beyond individual societies we as a whole have a place with the 

human culture of neither humankind; nor it is a direct result of a moral relativism which proposes 

that in our way of life ability to discuss and pass judgment on others we essentially place 

ourselves in their situation in a sort of relativism. Achebe highlights the way of life of Igbo 

however there are surrenders. He has modified history of local individuals. He defined the black 

individuals that – you are a part of an exchange that may not, at first, be heard or envoy you 

might be disregarded however your personhood and culture can't be denied. 

In Darfur, which is a wholly Muslim community, the steadiness of beliefs and practices which go 

astray from the 'regularizing Islam, but additionally from Islamic universality as it is privately 

characterized and comprehended, is ordinary in Muslim societies. Records of the transformation 

to Islam and investigations of Islam in inborn and peasants communities recommend that 

especially ladies are the focal point of the support of such beliefs and practices.Darfurian people 

have the faith that good and awful spirits do exist and that these spirits are what make 

correspondences with the Supreme Being conceivable. Most importantly, it holds an ethical 

sense of equity and truth and the knowledge of the presence of good and evil. The image that 

appears is that of uneven rates of change: men maintain the Islamic believing; ladies are 

influenced by it to a much lesser degree or have melded its essential fundamentals with 

conventional beliefs to a lot more prominent degree than men.The contrasting support of the 

genders in the ritual activities of the society is frequently communicated as far as religion being 

the right of men and enchantment of ladies or through the accentuation on the contribution of 

women in spirit possession ceremonies. 

In the novel Achebe introduced society dance as a part of Nigerian culture. This is found in 

"Things Fall Apart" when Okonkwo's father parts a kola nut and beverages palm wine with a 

guest before talking about the main reason of the visit. In Igbo culture, music and dance are 

utilized to better the chances of the dead person into life following death. However, in Darfur's 

traditional dancesare old types of art. They are a part of the Darfurian inheritance and connected 
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profoundly to the lives.They are altogether done by group of individuals, and they're normally 

joined by rhythms and melodies that reflect feelings identified with various conditions and 

occasions, regardless of whether celebratory or tragic. There are such a large number of 

customary dances in Darfur. There is a certain dance for each event. For instance, there is a 

dance for weddings, another for harvests, a dance for war, one for circumcision, etc.Every clan in 

Darfur has its own customary dances, which vary from one clan to another. The big differences 

between these dances are because of components including tradition, social condition and 

significantly climate. 

Achebe makes a continuous projection of Nigerian culture using oral traditions like proverbs, 

puzzles, jokes, epic, folktales and legends. Likewise he utilizes precepts as an approach to 

convey the African oral custom within the frame of the western novel. Chinua Achebe was the 

leader in this literary development that tries to protect the African legacy, however the 

achievement of Achebe appears to finish at the dimension of the word.The style of Achebe's 

fiction draws intensely on the oral custom of the Igbo people. He weaves people stories into the 

texture of his stories, lighting up community values in both the content and the type of the 

narrating. Achebe understood the society tales narrated to him by his mom and older sister, 

stories he portrayed as having "the immemorial nature of the sky, and the woods and the 

streams". Abdul Janmohamed, a literary commentator has quite remarked that Achebe has 

deterritorialised English in speaking to the local oral tradition. 

Another sign of Achebe's style is the utilization of sayings, which regularly represent the 

estimations of the provincial Igbo tradition. He sprinkles them all through the narratives, 

rehashing focuses made in discussion. In Achebe, however, sayings and society stories are not 

the aggregate of the oral Igbo tradition. In consolidating philosophical idea and open 

performance into the utilization of rhetoric, his characters display what he called "a matter of 

individual brilliance part of Igbo culture. 

Achebe repeatedly incorporates people tunes and portrayals of dancing in his work. For that, his 

books as well as his short stories are intensely affected by the oral custom, and like the folktales 

they pursue, the narratives regularly have ethics accentuating the significance of social traditions.  
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Similarly, Darfur is wealthy in oral traditions, such as, riddles, maxims, songs, and so on. The 

diversity of the Darfurian culture is in charge of an exceptionally rich and inventive oral 

literature.In a big district like Darfur which lies in the core of the black content where a blend of 

Afro- Arab tribes settles, it is very normal to discover a combination of cultural exchange of an 

uncommon quality. Oral literature in Darfur is the result of that variegated and colorful 

ethnographic history on the grounds that such huge numbers of tribes live in this area and 

normally with such a large number of oral traditions, since each tribe has its very own legacy and 

kind of folktales. The vast majority of these tales are exchanged orally from one generation to 

another. Concerning the Arabic tribes in Darfur, they share a typical kind of folktales called 

"Ahaji" in the Sudanic language. 

The impact of the Arabs is very evident in these stories since names like Mohamed, Fatima, 

Basheer...etc. are recurrent in folktales. A part of these folktales can be called 'fables' since they 

have animals as well as nonexistent characters.  

However, this paper is to inspected the similarities among Igbos and Darfurian traditions as 

depicted in the novel Things Fall A part. In talking about the culture of the two communities, we 

unrevealed that they share, in by one way or another, basic social and cultural perspectives, such 

as, oral custom, social norms, ritual practices, and so forth. Nonetheless, this demonstrates there 

are basic similarities shared by numerous African societies. 
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